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Editorial
My last Editorial described the frustrations of 2018 as ‘hanging on, rather than
pushing on’. Well thankfully, this year seems to have a very different feel: one with
a lot of hope and optimism in the air.
Part of that has been seeing how things have begun to work out since we parted
ways with British Youth For Christ. Periodically, people will enquire about how
ending our affiliation has affected the work. I am finding that there are three
recurring questions, so I have briefly answered those on the next page for those
who haven’t had the opportunity to ask.
Another source of hope comes out of the fact that the decision to leave Youth For
Christ has involved a period of reflection about the work; where we’ve come from,
the seeds that have been hard sown, the lives we’ve seen change, the lives where
we haven’t seen change, the place we now find ourselves in the community and
the opportunities we see before us.
As we look back, including times when different members of the team endured
some very hard years, we are encouraged to now see God’s hand and his gentle
leading. This period of reflection will continue for a while for us, but already there
is a strong feeling that although we might not always be getting things right, we
are confident we are in the place God is calling to us be (and thankful that He is
patient and untiring).
As we look forward, we are reminding ourselves of our desires to see more local
people volunteering and employed alongside us. We have also been mindful of
our longing to see local people worshipping here in ways that incorporate this
local culture. And we have begun to think about how social enterprise might not
only help fund the work but also support local people to overcome some of the
biggest challenges in our community.
What adds further to our optimism is that we have been encouraged to see
Stuart Brown and Ellie Ware (old Oxford Youth Works friends of Chris and Anna)
move into the area, with the desire to contribute to the work and be a part of our
community. Ian and Iona Dyson (Ian worked for Hull YFC as an Administrator/
Youth Worker 13 years ago) have also felt God calling them back and so they too
are moving back this summer. And in September we are hoping to add further
to the team with a new Children and Youth Worker. We sense that something
exciting is stirring at the moment; something is quietly building.
So thank you for your support and prayers, I hope you will be encouraged by this
Stoppress.

Richard

Has ending your affiliation with Youth For Christ led to any significant
changes?
We have been an independent, self-governing charity since 1995 and are blessed
with a very capable, hands-on board of 10 trustees. So with regards to the running
of Hull YFC or our work, there hasn’t been any change. The only real difference is
that, with sadness, we will no longer call ourselves Hull Youth For Christ. Instead,
at the AGM on July 2nd we will be proposing that we call ourselves Hull YFC. This
subtle change will be easier on those of us who might struggle to break a 60
year old habit, but it will also serve as a proud nod to our heritage. The acronym
however will change and YFC will stand for Youth, Faith and Community. Faith in
Christ will stay firmly at the centre of our work and Youth will continue to be a
priority, but the new name will reflect our intention to see the Kingdom come in
our community as a whole.
It is important to note that our Core Values remain unchanged. The decision to
part ways was in no way due to any intention to digress from our ethos, values or
theology, but simply to recognise our evolution beyond purely Youth (for Christ).
Has leaving Youth For Christ affected you financially? Have you lost funding?
Something that surprises people is that we didn’t receive any funding from
British Youth For Christ. As an independent charity we have always been fully
responsible for raising all our income and are blessed to be in a sound place.
The decision to leave hasn’t resulted in us losing any financial support from
individuals, churches or any funding bodies.
How is the search for a new partner going?
Our trustees made the decision to leave with the understanding that we would
find a new partner(s) to provide more relevant support to our work with children,
youth and families living in a deprived urban community. To that end, we have
begun very encouraging conversations with two Christian organisations: Urban
Expression and Worth Unlimited. They are not well known names like Youth For
Christ, but they have numerous projects involved in Kingdom building work in
similar contexts to our own throughout the country. Conversations and visits
have left us greatly encouraged that they could provide valuable input and
fellowship; able to empathise with the challenge, but also offer inspiration to help
us grow and develop. The two organisations offer slightly different relationships.
One offers much more hands on support with the day to day running of things,
whereas the other offers a more informal, relational partnership. So currently the
Trustees are wrestling with what type of partnership will best serve us. We don’t
want to commit to something that isn’t an improvement, so the trustees won’t
make any decision in haste.

Some highlights so far ...
Canon Hall Farm Trip

Families from Breakfast
Club had a great day out
at Cannon Hall Farm near
Barnsley. The day was the
perfect opportunity to enjoy
a change of scenery, create
some memories and enjoy quality time together with
family and friends. Highlights from the day included
feeding the animals and sheep racing!

Pancake Day

It turned out that many of our
Breakfast Club children and
volunteers were unaware of
the links between pancake
day, lent and Easter. We
enjoyed thinking about
what this time meant for each of us whilst eating a lot of
pancakes!

Spud Planting

We made a start in preparing our community garden for another year of growing
with a potato planting session. The kids loved getting muddy and playing a
part in the process of planting, growing, cooking and eating that we celebrate
through our garden each year.

Easter Celebration

Using several different stations
along the way we journeyed
with Breakfast Club and Baby
Group families through the
Easter story. We made
bread, shared our best cock
crowing impressions, wove
woollen crosses, reflected
in the empty tomb, played
a ‘Where’s Jesus?’ game and finished off with an
Easter egg rolling competition.

Cook and Eat

Since the beginning of this year the Tuesday group have
been meeting each week to
cook and eat together. We
have enjoyed learning new
recipes, discovering each
others likes, dislikes and
loathes (!!) and spending
time sharing food and life
together.

Free Flow Project

In March we hosted Steph from the Freeflow project
for a workshop on reusable
sanitary products and period
poverty. The session was
both educational and highly
amusing, with everyone who
attended having the chance
to take away free reusable sanitary products to try. We
hope this will be the start of a freedom from the cost of
monthly sanitary products for the women who often
struggle to make ends meet.

Cooked Breakfast

We still celebrate the end
of each term by serving up
a Full English at Breakfast
Club. At Easter, over 100
people attended including
teachers from Chiltern,
wider family members,
friends from the community
and many former Breakfast Club children.

Easter Praise

It was great for some of the team to be involved in the Easter
Praise celebration at Hull Minster; working puppets which
represented some of the giants Hull faces and which were
prayed against: Shame, Fear,
Loss, Pride and being Pressed
Down;
and
celebrating
Christ’s resurrection and the
possibility of new life.

Camp Sponsorship
We support children from some very difficult family backgrounds. If all
camp did was give a temporary escape from these situations then it would
be a wonderful thing. But camp is also an opportunity to have horizons
broadened, meet new people from all over the country and importantly
another chance to hear the gospel.
None of our families can afford to pay the total cost which is £140. So we try
to raise £90 per child to subsidise their place as well as the cost of us to go
as leaders. We would like to offer 20 places to children this summer.
Please consider donating towards camp. Whether small or big, your
contribution will make a needed and tangible difference to the lives of the
children we are supporting.

Bible Study
“Will you be at Bible Study this
morning?” I asked one of the Mums at
Breakfast Club a few weeks ago. Not
a big deal really, but somehow that
sentence did feel like a big deal. It
just isn’t the kind of language we tend
to use. The phrase would be difficult
for many of the people we know for a
whole host of reasons. Firstly, most
of the people we come across in our
community don’t have any real first
hand experience of the Bible. The
parents that we work with now aren’t
of the generation who would have
been sent along to Sunday School.
They aren’t big readers at the best of
times and if they were to pick up a book
they would be unlikely to own a Bible.
One of the Mums who comes along
to the group was more than happy to
tell me ‘I don’t know anything about
the Bible’. Then there is that word
‘study’ - in a community where school
has been a struggle for so many the
thought of choosing to engage in an
activity that involves studying is scary
and alien. For most, it’s highly likely
they left school having actually had a
damaging experience, which will have
left scars. They are understandably
not keen to show themselves up and
don’t believe they are academically
capable, so ‘studying’ is an activity
they usually give a wide berth.
With all this in mind the ‘Bible Study’
I now do with a group of 3 or 4 Mums
each Tuesday morning was described
quite differently to start with.

Alongside Steph from SEARCH, we
began the group earlier this year using
resources from an organisation called
“Unlock”. As I recall, my initial invites
to those I thought might be interested
went more along the lines of ‘Do you
fancy coming along to a thing with
me and Steph where we might look
at some stuff and talk about our lives
and maybe see what the Bible has
to say about it all?’ - wordy, I know! I
can’t tell you for certain how an invite
to join a Bible study would have been
met, but I feel fairly confident in saying
that I would have struggled to enthuse
them about joining in.
Now, four months later, ‘Bible Study’ is
a much looked forward to part of their
week. One Mum in the group has been
having a very difficult time with her
mental health recently, and as a result
of severe anxiety and depression rarely
leaves her house. She never misses
‘her Tuesday mornings’ though and
our little gathering is one of the few
safe and consistent places that she has
in her life through this tough time. The
Unlock approach to Bible study has
been specifically developed for inner
city communities where bible literacy
tends to be low and so involves a lot
of discussion and use of people’s daily
life experiences. We talk a lot, laugh a
lot (so much so that our Administrator
working in the office upstairs, wasn’t
sure that we could be doing a bible
study!) and look together through a
Bible that can be applied to our daily
lives, whatever our backgrounds or life
experiences.

Emma

Apprenticeship
Young people love coming to our summer camp (www.frontiercamps.com).
There are children and teenagers there from Scotland, Merseyside, Bath and
of course Hull. All invited into and held in an accepting, life-expanding, loving
community centred around Jesus. It is a profoundly powerful experience of
another possible world, the kingdom of God, and people rarely want to check
out. So when the young people turn 14 and can no longer come as campers,
they are keen to come in any capacity to “help”, rashly deciding they are up for
a week of 7am morning meeting and prayers, hard graft, potato peeling and pot
washing. No problem. All evidence to the contrary during their other 51 weeks
at home should not be taken into account! And rightly so. It is, after all, another
possible world.
Chris and I have a particular responsibility to nurture those now too old to come
as campers, who have the opportunity to come back as Crew - setting up, serving,
washing up, general dogsbodying and being shining role models to the campers.
Whilst negotiating some of the trickiest years of their teenage lives. Fun times!
It has been our privilege to be a part of that magical, convoluted, exasperating
and exhilarating journey, watching often seemingly hopelessly self-absorbed,
flatlining teenagers reboot over the years into caring, confident young adults
enthusiastic about life and honestly exploring their journey with God. Many go
on into other camp roles, as tent leaders, sports and activities leaders or as part
of the team in the cookhouse, apprenticed to those with more experience whilst

they learn the ropes. In the last few years the two most prominent camp leader
roles have been taken on by wonderfully capable young women in their early
twenties who “grew up through camp”.
In February we held our third Young Leaders Development weekend, in a Youth
Hostel in the Yorkshire Dales. As a camp we realised we were victims of our own
success, and were now tasked with developing a growing cohort of young leaders
from non-churched backgrounds into positions of responsibility in a Christcentred endeavour. So we began these annual weekends as an opportunity,
both to build community and have fun together as well as to develop their Godgiven potential, set down some expectation around commitment to their role
as volunteers and establish with clarity that Jesus is the context within which all
their contribution to camp is carried out.
We walk a tightrope that is held in tension: between offering the adventure of
a faithful and explicit commitment to Jesus and living out that commitment in
love without condition or expectation. Camp for the campers needs to offer both
a challenge and unconditional acceptance and everything in between. Camp for
the young leaders means being equipped to offer both. Camp for those of us
who have been followers of the Way for longer means guiding and giving space
for young leaders to figure out what following Jesus might look like whilst they
have a go. It feels like just the sort of roomy, kinaesthetic learning that Jesus
employed with his disciples. Learning by doing, capacity for mistakes, sometimes
clear teaching, sometimes another question when an answer would have been
easier. An apprenticeship which hopefully will set them up for life.

Anna

Speaking of
Jesus
For me there is always a difficult
moment when someone asks, “what
do you do?” The problem is where do
I start? And where do I stop? I get a bit
tongue-tied, wanting to do justice to
the breadth of Hull YFC’s work and give
the right story for the moment.
I want it to be meaningful, encouraging
and may be even life-changing. I
am not sure there’s anything that
impactful about reeling off a list,
and at times it can just be unhelpful,
but here’s the bones of it: youth
club, breakfast club, after school
club, summer camp, mums group,
baby group, Orts, ‘natural detached’
(otherwise known as walking about
in the neighbourhood so we can
“bump into” people), assemblies,
classroom support, school Governor,
weekly community meal, Matt’s
House, community garden, one to
one, support for the local Church and
other charities, working with people

in addiction and women involved
in street prostitution, bible studies,
discipleship. Not to mention the formfilling, court / housing / safe-guarding
case conference / council office
-accompanying and the incalculable
“cuppa and a chat”s.
For me all of these activities speak of
Jesus, but it’s the speaking of Jesus
which is the glue that bonds our faith
to our action.
Practically, two things which for
me make the difference are the inbetween bits (too many to list) - often
“chance” conversations which God
had ordained, and our planned regular
school assemblies. The assemblies
are where virtually every child in our
community has the opportunity to
hear about the life changing love of
Jesus. At a recent assembly we used an
image of Jesus which was purposely
difficult to make out. Over time, as the
children and teachers stared at it, his
face was revealed. One of the teachers
standing next to me whispered
excitedly in my ear “I can see Jesus!”
It felt like an in-between bit within a
planned bit, which God had ordained.

Chris

By the time you receive this newsletter we will have sadly said goodbye
to Sue, our Administrator for 6½ years. As you read this she is no doubt
sunning herself on a tropical beach celebrating her retirement. We raise a
glass (with an umbrella and piece of fruit on the rim) to you, Sue - you’ve
been absolutely wonderful and will be sorely missed by the team and by
parents and children in this community whose lives you’ve brightened.

And it’s goodbye from Sue…
After more than 6 years of working for Hull YFC as the Administrator I have taken
the decision, along with my husband, to take early retirement.
The role has been great; an unexpected blessing was being able to work alongside
the mums at the Tuesday group and
meeting the kids by helping out at
Breakfast Club. God had more in
store for me than just doing admin
and I have loved that.
Sometimes it has been hard coming
alongside the mums when they
seem to go from one crisis to another,
either relationally, financially or
health-wise; you want to make it
alright for them but you can’t, you
just have to give a listening ear and
a shoulder to cry on whilst praying
for them too. It’s been a real eye-opener for me, coming from a fairly middle
class background, to see the hardship that people have to go through. So many
people here have died young partly because of the hardship of life; the mums
always seem to be going to funerals, it’s so sad.
One thing I find really encouraging is that some of these mums who I’ve known
for 6 years are now attending a Bible class with Emma each week. It has taken
all these years for the team working and living alongside folk for them to trust us
and be open to hearing about what the Bible has to say. Fantastic!
I wish Hull YFC God’s blessing as they go forward into the future doing more work
in the community. I pray that the team would find God given new workers to
come alongside them and further God’s work here.
I shall be spending my time in the future helping out more at our church, initially
by starting up a small food bank, as well as helping more with elderly relatives
and teaching my husband to cook! We also look forward to do a lot of travelling.
I won’t be missing the early mornings or struggling the get the accounts to
balance though!
God bless you all and thank you, it’s been a ball.

Sue x

Mission Statement
To create long term community based projects, sharing the gospel with a culturally
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To Express the whole gospel through actions and words.
To Empower people through relational centered work.
To Establish workers/people to live and work within the community.
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